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August Birthday Meal 
Tallil Tent City residents 
with birthdays in August will 
be served a special meal Aug. 
29 at 7:30 p.m. in the Tallil 
Dining Facility. Individuals 
should register themselves or 
their personnel through 
their unit first sergeant no 
later than Aug. 27. 


Reflective Safety Belts 
Members working, 
exercising or walking 
outside of tent city during 
night hours must wear a 
feplective Satety Delt. 
Please help the 332nd Wing 
Safety Office of meeting 
their goal of zero safety 
mishaps while deployed. 
Members should contact 
their unit first sergeant or 
the Wing Safety office if 
they have any questions. 


Hometown News Release 
You can let your family and 
friends know how you’re 
supporting the Tallil Air 
Base mission in your 
hometown newspaper. Fill 
out a Hometown News 
Release from the 332nd 
Intranet page by clicking on 
the ‘Public Affairs’ link and 
then the link entitled 
‘Hometown News Release.’ 
Complete the form and drop 
it by the Public Affairs 
office in the WOC and then 
contact Visual Information 
(459-0368) for an accompa- 
nying photo. 


American Forces Network 
The American Forces Net- 
work provides first-run Ameri- 
can television and sports pro- 
graming to overseas military 
units. Programming schedules 
are available online at: 
http://www.myafn.net. Users 
can customize the page to 
reflect local time zones or 
to find specific program air 
dates. 
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BOXES AND BOXES: Army Sot. Jessica Yniguez, 806th Adjutant General (Postal) Company operations sergeant, 
greets local children from a truck loaded with boxes for the An Nasiriyah orphanages. 


Army, AF visit local orphanages 


by Airman 1st Class 
Kara Philp 
332nd AEW Public Affairs 


The convoy’s engines rumble 
slows to a dull idle. The melodic 
sounds a of Muslim prayer fills 
the hot, dusty air of An Nasiriyah, 
Iraq. A boys’ orphanage sits 
empty and quiet. 

This somber scene quickly 
changes tone as Army and Air 
Force troops of Tallil Air Base 
arrive with boxes of surprises. 

The children at the orphanage 
today are the without an extended 
family to spend the summer 
months with. 

Inside a rundown concrete 
building, a lone ceiling fan hangs 
lifeless while a black and white 
television displays Arabic writing. 
A man dressed in traditional 
clothing welcomes the visiting 
troops, still clad in their camou- 
flaged body armor. 

One after another, the troops 
unload boxes of clothes, toys and 
toiletries; a combination of items 
gathered from packages received 
while at Tallil. 


A quick glance of the facility 
reveals the tough life for the 
orphans who call it home. 

World War II style beds, some 
with mattresses and some without, 
are the only furniture besides an 
old dining table sitting off to the 
side of the kitchen. A kitchen so 
small, some people might confuse 
it for a walk-in closet. 

“T’ve seen different levels of 
society, but nothing could have 
prepared me for this,” said Army 
Set. Jessica Yniguez, 806th 
Adjutant General (Postal) 
Company operations sergeant. “I 
want to take in as much as I can 
from this experience.” 

Once all the boxes marked 
‘boys’ are delivered, the troops 
wave goodbye as their convoy 
procession pulls out. The next 
stop, an orphanage for toddlers 
located across the war-torn town. 

These children stay at a 
separate orphanage across town, in 
a building where paintings of 
Mickey Mouse and Daisy Duck 
decorate the crib-lined walls. 

Some of the children, whose 
ages range from one month to five 


years old, sleep soundly and 
unaware of the visitors, while 
others race toward the doorway 
with their hands raised above their 
heads beckoning to be picked up 
and held by the American Troops. 

According to the 402nd Civil 
Affairs Battalion’s Command 
Sergeant Major, Terry Davis, the 
children at the orphanages were 
not always so welcoming. 

“On our first trip to the 
orphanages the children were 
afraid of us — very standoffish 
and unsure,” Davis said. “Now 
they come running to us and you 
can see it in their eyes — they are 
happier. We’ve made a difference.” 

As quick as their eyes can 
change direction, the children’s 
attention leaves the color 
television, playing its cartoons and 
music, and is lavished on the 
helmets and watches worn by the 
Americans. 

“The second I saw the children 
I wanted to cry, I think it was out 
of joy,” Yniguez said. 

She said the children helped her 
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A SORTING THROUGH SUNDRIES: Master Sgt. Sylvia Goodwin, 332nd 
Expeditionary Communications Squadron postmaster helps local children 
sort through the contents of one of the boxes delivered to the orphanages. 
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forget about the war momentarily. 

“T enjoy the innocence of the 
children,” she said. “They have no 
understanding of what’s going on 
outside the building.” 

Many of the troops said the 
children at the orphanages reminded 
them of family members or other 
loved ones at home. 

“Everyone sees someone or 
something that always brings it 
close to home,” said Master Set. 
Sylvia Goodwin, 332nd Expedition- 
ary Communications Squadron Post 
Office postmaster. “A child who 
reminds you of your own makes it 
a reality. It becomes up-close and 
personal.” 

After the precious boxes are 
unloaded and delivered, the convoy 
makes yet another trip across town 
and the Euphrates River bringing 
the troops to their final stop. 

The last of the three orphanages 
houses girls, up to age 16. Because 
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the girls are so excited to see 
familiar faces, the language barrier 
doesn’t seem like a barrier at all. 

“This mission makes me feel 
needed,” said Airman 1st Class 
Carlos Williams, 332nd Expedition- 
ary Communications Squadron Post 
Office postal clerk. “Seeing the 
children go through the items we 
collected makes all our hard work 
worthwhile.” 

Everyone gathers around the 
boxes as the items are pulled out 
one by one — colored pencils, 
scissors, toothpaste and combs. 

“Their eyes just light up,” 
Yniguez said. “It makes you 
wonder if they have ever seen a box 
of crayons before. The colors are 
such a contrast from those of their 
surroundings. It makes you 
appreciate every single thing you 
have.” 

Some girls fill their arms up with 
all they can carry and run off down 
the hall, while others wait anxiously 
to see what’s inside of the next box. 

“It feels good to see this type of 
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reaction,” Williams said from the 
doorway. 

According to Davis, the 
buildings have seen great improve- 
ments since the members of the 
Army’s 402nd Civil Affairs 
Battalion made their first 15-minute 
voyage from Tallil in April. 
Recently, the Air Force members 
were able to piggyback off the 
Army’s idea. As a result, the first 
Army and Air Force joint trip was 
made just a few weeks ago. 

“When we first visited the 
orphanage there was no running 
water, no electricity, no sewage and 
no refrigeration,” Davis said. ““The 
buildings had been looted — and 
what the thieves didn’t want they 
set on fire.” 

As quality of life around Tallil 
has improved and contributions 
have been made by relatives, 
schools, churches and other 
organizations have made it possible 
for troops to continue delivering 
boxes and getting an invaluable 
experience in return. 

Yniguez, an activated 
Army reservist and full time 
elementary school teacher in 
Queen Creek, Ariz., ensured 
more than half of the 55 
boxes delivered on this 
particular trip contained new 
school supplies for Iraqi 
students. 

“T wrote home and asked 
for school supplies for these 
boxes,” she said. “I received 
packages from the school I 
teach at, a post office I used 
to work at and at the school 
I did my student teaching 
at.” 

Yniguez said it meant a lot 
to be able to personally deliver 
the supplies she had collected. 

Other members of the 
convoy echoed similar 
sentiments. 
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A JUST A HUG: Army Command Sgt. Maj. 
Terry Davis gives a girl from an orphanage 
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“To actually meet and spend 
time with the children we are 
helping is the most rewarding 
part,” Goodwin said. “They are 
very grateful for the things we 
provide and look forward to our 
visits.” 

“It’s a blessing to be able to 
make a difference in this area,” 
Goodwin said. “Six months ago 
this wouldn’t have been possible.” 

The difference is what matters. 

“There is a saying back home,” 
Davis said. “It’s not how much 
money you have in the bank, what 
kind of car you drive or how big 
your house is — it’s whether or not 
you’ve made a difference ina 
child’s life.” 

As the convoy begins the trek 
back to Tallil, children chase after 
the trucks waving and shouting 
“maa al salama, maa al salama.”’ 
While the words translate to 
goodbye, the voices are filled with 
hope the troops return soon. 





in An Nasiriyah a long overdue hug. 


This funded newspaper is a duly authorized publica- 
tion for members of the U.S. military serving in Iraq. 
Contents of the TALLIL TIMES are not necessarily 
the views of, or endorsed by the U.S. Goverment, the 
Department of Defense, the Department of the Air 
Force, or the Department of the Army. 


The contentis edited, prepared and provided by the 
Tallil Air Bases Public Affairs Office. All photographs 
are Air Force photographs unless otherwise indi- 
cated. 


The TALLIL TIMES accepts stories, photographs 
and commentaries, which maybe submitted to the PA 


staff located in the Wing Operations Center 
(WOC) or can be sent directly to the newspaper 
at tallil.times@tlab.aorcentaf.af.mil 


Deadline for publication is 2 p.m. Thursday be- 
fore the week of publication. All submissions are 
editied for content and Air Force Jouralistic style. 
Submission of articles and photos does not guar- 
antee publication. The editor reserves the right 
to publish, reject and edit all news stories in ac- 
cordance with the TALLIL TIMES editorial policy. 
For more information, visit the PA office located 
in the WOC, call 459-0014, or e-mail the staff at 
tallil.times@tlab.aorcentaf.af.mil 
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IN BRIEF 


All times are local. 


Worship is at 332nd AEW Chapel, 
unless otherwise noted. 


Catholic 

Daily Mass: Monday through 
Friday, 6 p.m. 

Vigil Mass: Saturday, 6 p.m. 
Sunday Mass: 8 a.m. 

POC: Ch. Eugene Theisen at 
459-0038 


Protestant 

Noon Prayer/Praise 

Monday through Friday, 11 to 
11:15 a.m. 

Contemporary Liturgical Com- 
munion 

Saturday, 7:30 p.m. 

Traditional 

Sunday, 9:30 a.m. 

Liturgical Communion 

Sunday, 10:45 to 11:15 a.m. 
Contemporary, Nondenominational 
Sun, 7 p.m. 

Gospel Service 

Sunday, 11:45 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
POC: Ch. Rodger Ericson, 
459-0038 


Latter Day Saints 
Lay-Led Service 
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Sunday, 2 p.m. 
POC: Staff Sgt. Hager, 573-1107 


Jewish 

Lay-Led Service 

Friday, 8 p.m. 

POC: Ch. Ericson, 459-0038 


Muslim 

(LSA Adder Chapel) 
Prayer 

12:30 p.m. and sunset daily 


Women s 

Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. (chapel) 
Mens 

Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. (Chapel annex) 
Catholic (RCIA) 

Thurs, 6:30 p.m. (chapel) 
Catholic 

“Our Fathers Plan” Part 1 — 
Sunday, 6:30 p.m. (Chapel annex) 
“The Gospel According To John” 
Part II — Sunday, 7:30 p.m. 
(Chapel annex) 

Bible Overview 

Men and Women — Thursday 
7:30 p.m. (dining room) 

LDS Study 

Thursday, 7 p.m. (Chapel annex) 


302d AEW Warrior of the Week 


Senior Airman David G Cossaboon 


Unit and duty title: 

332nd Expeditionary Security 
Forces Squadron, Force 
Protection Specialist 

Home unit: 

3rd EMS, Elemendorf Air 
Force Base, Alaska. 


Why other warriors say he’s | ey 


a warrior: “He is always first in 
line to volunteer for everything. 
Airman Cossaboon volunteered to | 
help complete a total revamp of the 
new VCC overnight. After work- 
ing a full shift he assisted the day 





shift NCO to construct a floor and badge center overnight in time to process 
people the next duty day. Senior Airman Cossaboon is a true professional,” 
said Master Sgt. David Scollin, 332nd ESFS First Sergeant. 

Most memorable Air Force experience: Meeting President Bush and 


Colin Powell. 


Hobbies: Playing the guitar, reading, working on cars, and hanging out 


with friends. 


AF and Army Notices 


Morale Calls 
Do not use workplace phones for 
morale call purposes. 


Driving on Base 

Speed limits on base are 30km/ 
18mph during the day and 10km/ 
6mph at night. Helmets are required 
in all tactical All-Terrain Vehicles 
(ATV’s) and “Gators.” 


Run Routes 

Running in groups of two or larger 
is authorized in two locations: from 
the BX/PX parking lot and off the 
main gate road toward the burn pit. 
The required uniform is T-shirt and 
shorts or pants. Running is not au- 
thorized on any other road. 


Ammunition Storage 

The 38th Ordnance Group provides 
ammunition storage for units on Tallil 
Air Base. Contact Mr. Matheson at 
573-1258 for more information. 


Unexploded Ordnance 

Do not touch unexploded ordnance. 
Do not travel off the hardpack ex- 
cept in areas cleared by EOD. There 
are still thousands of UXO on this 
base. All personnel should report 
all UXO to "Command Post" on the 
CC Net or call the Command Post 
at 459-0000 or EOD at 459-0108/9. 


Ziggurat of Ur 

Visits to the Ziggurat require a pass. 
For information, U.S. Army person- 
nel may call 573-1107. 


Air Force Services has expanded its 
tour schedule to include two after- 
noon visits to the Ziggurat. For more 
information, call the Air Force Rec. 
Center at 459-0121. 

The schedule is as follows: 


Saturdays, Tuesdays, Thursdays: 
10 a.m. (show time of 9:30 a.m. at 
the Rec. Center). 


Sundays and Wednesdays: 
2 p.m. (show time of 1:30 p.m. at 
the Rec. Center). 


Bring helmet, flack jacket and 
weapon. 
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go2nd ESVS News 
“The Hot Spot’ Rec. Center 


Trivial Pursuit games are sched- 
uled for Saturday at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Tallil Tavern. Bring a team of 
four. Sign up is available until 5:30 
p.m. on the day of the event. 


Hearts games are schduled for 7 
p.m. Monday. Sign up is available 
until 5 p.m. that day. 


Bid-Wiz games are scheduled for 
Wednesday at 7 p.m. Sign up is 
available until 5 p.m. that day. 


What's playing? 
Cricket Cinema presents: 
Friday 

tonight at 8 p.m. 

Next Friday 

tonight at 9:30 p.m. 
Friday After Next 

tonight at 11 p.m. 
Murder at 1600 
Saturday at 9 p.m. 
Charlie's Angels full throttle 
Sunday at 8 p.m. 


“Muscle Beach’ Fitness Center 
Intramural Volleyball Season is 
postponed due to construction. 


A Football Punt and Pass Contest 
is scheduled for Sunday at 7 p.m. 
at the Sand Volleyball pit. 


Ther is a 5K Run/2 mile walk, 
scheduled for Aug 22 at 6 a.m., 
meet in front of the Fitness Center. 


AF Volunteers needed 
Volunteers are needed for 5K Fun 
Runs. For more information, call 
Amn. Bret Lockerbie at 459-0118. 


Volunteer drivers are needed for 
Ziggurat Tours. For more 
information, call Tech. Set. 
Bernard Ashlock at 459-0117. 


Quotes for Warriors 
“Ifa man does his best, 


what else is there?” 
- General George S. Patton 








Story and photo by 
Airman 1st Class 
Kara Philp 


332nd AEW Public Affairs 


‘For better or for worse’ were 
the words spoken at the wedding 
ceremony of two Tallilians one 
year ago Sunday. 

Staff Set. Joseph Uekusa, 
332nd Expeditionary Security 
Forces Squadron fire team leader 
and Senior Airman Keara Uekusa, 
332nd ESFS fire team member, 
reflect on their first year of 
marriage, which has its share of 
both ‘better’ and ‘worse,’ as they 
celebrate their anniversary together 
at Tallil Air Base. 

When the two met they were 
assigned to the same squadron at 
Moody Air Force Base, Ga., and 
were both attending Cornerstone 
Christian Church, Sparks, Ga. 

“We met at Moody and began 
dating in March 2001, but our 
friendship developed through 
church and became what it is 
now,” Joseph said. 

Things didn’t change much as 
the two departed for a June 
through September deployment to 
Kuwait the same year. The couple 
was engaged Oct. 10, 2001, but 
before they were married they 
were both deployed to 
Kyrgyzstan from February 
through June 2002. 

The decision to get married was 
made and the two tied the knot 
nine days prior to a second 
deployment to Kyrgyzstan from 
August to December 2002. 

“We knew we were going to get 
married, it was just a matter of 
when,” Joseph said. “The question 
was; between which deploy- 
ments.” 

After changing the wedding 
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A AFTER YOU: Staff Sgt. Joseph Uekusa, 332nd Expeditionary Security 
Forces Squadron fire team leader, opens the door to a HUMVEE for his 
wife, Senior Airman Keara Uekusa, 332nd ESFS fire team member. The 
Uekusa’s will celebrate their one-year wedding anniversary at Tallil Sunday. 


date twice, the couple was married 
last August. They are now sharing 
not only their anniversary, but also 
their fourth deployment together. 
“T never would have imagined 
— spending my first anniversary 
in Iraq of all places,” Keara said. 
“Being here and under these 
circumstances makes me be more 
thankful for the precious time we 
have at home with each other and 
the blessing it is to have my 
husband here with me during this 
special moment in our life.” 
Although the couple has only 
spent three months at home in the 


states since their wedding, they 
enjoy the normalcy of home, 
which they can expect between 
each deployment. 

“When we are at home we are 
involved with our church and live a 
pretty normal life,” Joseph said. 
“We go to work and we’re NCO 
and airman, when we go home 
we’re husband and wife. While 
we’re deployed it’s the same 
except there really is no husband 
and wife — we really can’t be 
normal.” 

Although the couple wouldn’t 
describe their situation as normal, 
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they do admit it’s interesting. 

“It’s interesting to have my wife 
and friend here with me,” Joseph 
said. “It’s easier for us to commu- 
nicate than it is for separated 
couples.” 

Although the Ukeusa’s don’t 
have to worry about waiting in 
lines to make phone calls or to 
check e-mail just to keep in touch, 
they admit there is another 
downside. 

“We PT together, we work 
together and then we’re off 
together,” Keara said. “By the time 
we sit down to talk we already 
know how each other’s day was.” 

As aresult, the couple agrees 
they have gotten to know each 
other better. 

“Deployments have made our 
marriage stronger. “If we can get 
through this, we can get through 
anything,” Joseph said. 

Although the past year has been 
far from traditional for the 
Uekusas’, they appreciate the 
uniqueness. 

**... Not having a honeymoon 
and deploying nine days after the 
wedding, that’s part of what makes 
us unique,” Joseph said. 

The past year has been one 
adventure after another, and the 
couple agrees they’re lucky to have 
been through it together. 

““We have made it through the 
good and bad times by each other’s 
side,” Keara said. “Our first year 
together has been quite an 
adventure to say the least. I am 
looking forward to the years to 
come — raising a family and going 
wherever the road of life may lead 
us.” 

The Uekusas’ are planning a 
vacation to the Florida Keys and a 
trip to visit their families once they 
return to the states. 


SUS Ado I story 


Aug. 17, 1947: First U.S. ejection seat tested 


Sgt. Lawrence Lambert tests the first U.S. ejection seat. What’s so important about this 
little-used technology? Just ask Lt. Col. Albert Vollmer. On 17 August 1967 (twenty years 
to the day after Sgt. Lambert’s tests), he earns the dubious honor of using an ejection 
seat — for the second time. 
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This Week’s 
Coalition Force Profile: 
United Kingdom Royal Air Force 


About the United Kingdom’s Flag: Blue with the red cross of 
Saint George (patron saint of England) edged in white 
superimposed on the diagonal red cross of Saint Patrick (patron 
saint of Ireland) and which is superimposed on the diagonal 
white cross of Saint Andrew (patron saint of Scotland); properly 
known as the Union Flag, but commonly called the Union Jack 





Coalition Country Name: 

Conventional long form: 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 
Conventional short form: United Kingdom 
Abbreviation: UK 


Coalition Government Type: 
Constitutional Monarchy 


Capital: 
London 


Tallil Unit: 
No1 Air Control Centre 


Detachment Size: 
Approximately 100 personnel 


Equipment: 
Two T101 ‘Commander’ Search Radars 
Tactical Air Control Centre 


Mission: 

To provide 24-hour 
continious coverage of the 
sector airspace and 
compile a Recognized Air 
Picture. The unit also 
provides positive control 
to coalition fighter/ 
bomber aircraft and to 
combat support ele- 
ments such as air-to-air 
refueling aircraft. 






Background: 

The Royal Air Force was 
formed on April 1, 1918 and is the oldest 

Air Force in the world. The RAF was founded by 

MRAF Lord Trenchard and was the amalgamation of the 
British Army’s Royal Flying Corps and the Royal Navy’s 
Royal Naval Air Service. The RAF’s defining moment was 
during World War II when they defeated the German Air 
Force over the North Sea during the Battle of Britain, July 10 
— Oct. 31, 1940. 


Today’s RAF is a flexible, expeditionary air force which is 
undergoing modernization in some key areas. The Typhoon 
aircraft is replacing the Tornado F3 as a high-tech air 
superiority fighter with the first squadron being formed in 
August whilst the Harrier will be replaced by the Joint Strike 
Fighter in the coming years. 


The RAF is a capable, professional air force which lives up 
to its motto: Per Ardua Ad Astra — Through Adversity to the 
Skies. 


Enlisted Ranks 





Leading Aircraftman/ 


Aircraft Woman 





Aircraft Woman 





Junior Technician 


Warrant Officer 


Senior Aircraftman/ 


Officer Ranks 





Pilot Officer 





Flying Officer 





Flight Lieutenant 





Squadron Leader 





Wing Commander 





Group Captain 





Air Commodore 
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Safety First 


by Master Sgt. Ricky Smith 
332nd AEW Weapons Safety Manager 


The Combat Edge is a monthly 
magazine produced by and for ACC 
personnel. Its number-one goal is 
MISHAP PREVENTION. Its ef- 
fectiveness lies in the ability of its 
writers to convey a message to its 
readers. Who are the writers? Men 
and women like you. 

The 332nd Air Expeditionary 
Wing Safety Office is soliciting 
weapons/explosive safety related 
articles to enhance their program 
with credible stories, crosstell in- 
formation and for publishing in the 
Combat Edge. 

The Safety Office is looking for 
members who handle weapons or 
explosives on a daily basis to sub- 
mit their stories. Most valuable are 
stories in the work place where 
members find something out of the 
ordinary, analyze it, correct it and 
press on with the task. These sto- 
ries illustrate steps in the Opera- 
tional Risk Management process, 
preventing possible mishaps at the 
right level of responsibility. 

Members don’t need to be a 
published author to write an article. 
ACC has problems getting weap- 
ons related articles, so writer solici- 
tation is an ongoing task. Month 
after month, mishap prevention acts 
of distinction in weapons safety go 
unheard of, and unnoticed through- 
out the Air Force. All because no 
one wants to admit the weapons 
world has close calls due to com- 
placency, equipment failure or tech- 
data violations. 

The ACC Chief of Safety and 
Combat Edge magazine want to in- 
crease the number of weapons 
safety articles highlighting mishap 
prevention, weapons safety acts of 
distinction by members of the en- 
listed and officer’s corps. For your 
time, ACC will give you anice cer- 
tificate and a copy of the magazine 
in which your article appeared, and 
authors will also receive a letter of 
appreciation from the 332nd AEW 
Chief of Safety. 

Please send your inputs or fin- 
ished articles to the 332 AEW Safety 
Office or Master Sgt. Ricky Smith 
at DSN 459-0003. 
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Fire inspections protect tent city 


by Master Sgt. Don Perrien 
332nd Public Affairs 


There are many threats to the 
safety of servicemembers stationed 
overseas as part of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom. Some, like force protec- 
tion, are obvious. Others aren’t. 

Last month, the tent city resi- 
dents of Camp Champion discov- 
ered one threat — almost a moment 
too late. 

Early one morning, a spark, a 
flash, or something else, officials 
still don’t know exactly what — be- 
gan a small tent fire in their quiet 
tent city. Within moments, more 
than 20 tents were ablaze. Fortu- 
nately, no lives were lost in the early 
morning incident. Had it occurred a 
few hours earlier, the results may 
have been fatally different. 

Protecting the 332nd Expedi- 
tionary Air Wing and the residents 
of Tallil’s Tent City from the haz- 
ards of uncontrolled fires is the 
job of the 332nd EAW’s Expedi- 
tionary Ground Safety Office and 
332nd Expeditionary Civil Engi- 
neering Squadron’s Fire Depart- 
ment. 

“It only takes a second of care- 
lessness for a tent to go up in 
flames” said Master Sgt. Mike 
Andrzejewski, 332nd EAW Ground 
Safety manager. “In the case of tent 
fires, prevention is a lot better than 
trying to fight the fire once it hap- 
pens.” 

According to Andrzejewski, the 
three most likely sources of tent 
fires are tobacco smoking, unautho- 
rized appliances in tent city and 
overloaded electrical outlets. 

“We all need to be vigilant about 
smoking in tent city, follow the 
rules, and keep an eye out for people 
who may be violating the rules,” 
Andrzejewski said. “I’m out there 
every night, looking for violators. 
Those people (breaking the smok- 
ing rules) are endangering lives and 
it’s up to all of us to inform these 
people, and make sure we’re all safe 
in tent city.” 

Checking for the use of unau- 
thorized appliances and unsafe 
electrical connections in tent city 
is a more intrusive task. Mem- 
bers of the wing’s fire department, 
along with the unit first sergeants 
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BATTERY CHECK: Staff Sgt. Leo Hendricks, a firefighter with the 
332nd Expeditionary Civil Engineer Squadron and Master Sgt. Ish 
Mohammed, a first sergeant with the 332nd Air Expeditionary Wing inspect 
a smoke alarm during a fire safety inspection Aug. 14. 


conduct periodic fire safety in- 
spections throughout tent city. 

“Our goal is to keep tent city as 
safe as possible,” said Staff Sgt. Leo 
Hendricks, 332nd ECES, Fire De- 
partment. “We check the tents look- 
ing for coffee pots, irons — anything 
with a heating element that’s not 
supposed to be there. Those items 
pose areal hazard to the tent occu- 
pants when they’re used inside and 
around the tents.” 

The firemen also try and help 
tent residents manage their electri- 
cal connections properly and safely. 
Many tent residents un- 
knowingly have danger- 
ous connections already 
existing inside their tents. 

“We're trying to help 
people manage their elec- 
trical connections safely,” 
Sergeant Hendricks said. 
“Some tents have had 
multiple surge protectors running 
together, along with ungrounded 
wires powering their equipment. 
That’s an accident waiting to hap- 
pen, and if we can catch it— one we 
can prevent.” 

Along with the inspections, the 
firemen also ensure the tent’s safety 
equipment is operating properly. 
The fire extinguishers, smoke 





alarms and warning horns are all 
items that help protect people af- 
ter a fire begins. 

Making sure these important 
items are in good working order can 
help minimize the damage caused 
in the event of a fire. The firemen 
also check to see if proper escape 
routes are available on both ends of 
the tents. This gives residents two 
routes to escape the tent if a fire 
occurs. 

“I’ve seen some tents where resi- 
dents have used their wall lockers 
to block up the back door of the 
tent,” Hendricks said. 
“That’s something we have 
to identify and fix, because 
if a fire occurs near the 
front door of the tent, the 
wall locker could prevent 
the occupants from escap- 
ing the tent safely.” 

Both the fire depart- 
ment and ground safety offices agree 
that for our tent city to remain safe, 
they’Il need everyone’s help. 

“Safety is everyone’s business,” 
Sergeant Andrzejewski said. “We 
can’t be everywhere all the time, 
and we have to watch out for each 
other while we’re here. We all have 
the same goal — to get back home 
safely to our family and friends.” 
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You’re cleaning up outside around your office when you 
discover an abandoned Itaqi weapon left behind by its 
ptevious owner. If you’re thinking about taking it home as a 
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souvenit, you better know the rules concerning ... 





by Capt. Jennifer Clay 
332nd AEW Legal Office 


What is a war trophy? Why can’t 
I take this AK-47 home? It would 
look great in my office! What can I 
take home? What can my unit take 
home? The answers to these ques- 
tions are not always easy because 
several documents make up the rules 
concerning war trophies. However, 
if you follow the rules you or your 
unit can legally take something home 
to remember your time in Iraq. 

Air Force Joint Instruction 31- 
217 defines war trophies as “any item 
of enemy public or private property 
utilized as war material (i.e. arms, 
military accouterments) acquired ina 
combat area or zone within a pre- 
scribed period of time.” 

In plain English, a war trophy is 
anything used by an enemy force 
during a time of military conflict. At 
Tallil, these items can be weapons, 
clothes, radios, vehicles, or any num- 
ber of items associated with the 
former Iraqi military. Individuals may 
take the enemy’s property only when 
Departmental directives designate 
combat areas or zones of eligibility. 





None of these directives have been 
issued since Desert Storm. 

In addition, several documents put 
out by Central Command over the 
past several months defined theatre- 
specific rules for taking home war 
trophies. The CENTCOM Judge 
Advocate’s Office published an in- 
formation paper in February, setting 
the basic rules for servicemembers in 
the Area of Responsibility. 

The paper states, “CENTCOM 
personnel cannot take/retain indi- 
vidual war trophies seized during 
military operations. Lawfully pur- 
chased souvenirs not obtained from 
the battlefield are permissible. Cap- 
tured enemy equipment (historical 
artifacts) can be retained by mili- 
tary units for subsequent use in 
service museums.” 

These papers echo CENTCOM 
and CENTAF General Order-1A, 
which reads “No weapon, munition 
or military article of equipment ob- 
tained or acquired by any means other 
than official issue may be retained 
for personal use or shipped out of 
the USCENTCOM AOR for per- 
sonal retention or control.” 

Earlier this year, the CENTCOM 


Photos by Staff Sgt. Robert Grande 
A SLIGHTLY USED: While these Iragi chemical masks shouldn't be used 
again, they are still a good example of a war trophy. While items like this 
shouldn't be taken home for personal use, with proper coordination they 
may become part of your unit’s museum or training display. 











VAR TROPHIES: 


legal staff published 
additional GO-1A 
guidance: “US mili- 
tary and civilian per- 
sonnel serving with, 
employed by, or ac- 
companying our mili- 
tary forces (with cer- 
tain exceptions) are 
prohibited from taking 
or retaining individual 
war trophies seized 
during military opera- 
tions.” 

Basically, if you 
didn’t bring it with 
you, don’t pick it up 
and take it home with 
you. These rules are 
meant to protect ev- 
eryone from unex- 
pected surprises. 

So what can you 
take home? The war | — 
trophy rules and GO- |) 
1A do not apply to 
lawfully acquired sou- 
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ERA, NOT A CHISEL: Taking unit 


venirs. Examples of pictures by monuments for displaying back home, 


lawfully acquired sou- 
venirs are jewelry, rugs, 
ceramics, and wood 
carvings commonly produced by lo- 
cal artisans. 

Additionally, uniform items, 
such as belt buckles, belts, hats, soft 
covers, and insignia are permissible 
if they were lawfully 
purchased. Tools and 
load bearing equip- 
ment that are always 
military in nature are 
not considered souve- 
nirs and can’t be taken 
home even if lawfully 
purchased. 

You should always 
try to get proof of purchase such as a 
receipt from a legitimate dealer to prove 
you legally purchased any item. 

If your unit is interested in taking 
a war trophy home, the Air Force 
Museum, U.S. Customs Service, and 
CENTCOM must approve it. Units 
can seek approval by sending a re- 


Questions about 
War Trophies? 
Call the 332nd 


Legal Office: 


459-0016 





is a good idea. Taking the entire statue back to 
your stateside unit for display is a different matter. 
Check with your legal office if you have questions. 


quest to move captured enemy equip- 
ment out of the AOR through com- 
mand channels to the CENTAF His- 
torical Office for processing. 

Units must obtain a waiver from 
CENTCOM to take any 
weapons out of the AOR 
for display at a service mu- 
seum. A violation of this 
policy may result in admin- 
istrative or UCMS action. 

These rules are in place 
to protect members and 
their units from the haz- 
ards associated with mili- 
tary items not belonging to the United 
States. 

Taking unauthorized weapons and 
equipment belonging to the Iraqi people 
back stateside 1s stealing — plain and 
simple. However, if there’s a legitimate 
use for the item — your legal office is 
here to help you stay within the rules. 
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ging ‘Tallil the best 


Photo by Senior Airman Karolina Gmyrek 


A PARTY ON: Hosting events like the monthly birthday meal is only one of the ways the 332nd Expeditionary Services Squadron is trying to make life 
just a bit nicer for everyone in Tallil’s Tent City. Over the next few months, the Services Staff will continue working to improve tent city’s quality of life. 


by Lt. Col. Andre Whisnant 
332nd ESVS Commander 





The 332nd Expeditionary Ser- 
vices Squadron doesn’t want its 
customers to be surprised when 
they do something great; they be- 
lieve it should be expected. 

Providing combat support and 
community service is the squadron’s 
specialty. Their goal is elevating 
the wing’s quality of life, making 
servicemembers feel like they are 
anywhere but in the desert. 

The base’s first rotation did an 
outstanding job building Tallil Air 
Base to where it is today, but 
“Rome” was not built in one de- 
ployment cycle. 

The 332nd ESVS is working fe- 
verishly to improve the quality life 
for Team Tallil — with several 
projects set for completion during 
this rotation. 

Within the next month, the 
squadron hopes to finish construc- 
tion on an additional building to 
house all cardio equipment. 

Users of the new building will 


be able to watch TV while they ex- 
ercise. In addition, plans are under- 
way to convert an existing tent into 
an aerobic studio complete with 
rubberized flooring and certified in- 
structors. Future plans call for two 
above-ground swimming pools the 
be sandwiched in between the two 
fitness structures. 

Another project underway is 
creating an outdoor theater. It will 
be conveniently located in center of 
the camp in front of the dining facil- 
ity. A large canopy will extend 
around the courtyard offering a cov- 
ering from the sun while giving a 
view of the sky at night. 

The tent space adjoining the 
small indoor theater will transform 
into a sports bar, with authentic 
sports memorabilia with tables and 
TV’s for patrons to enjoy. 

The Services Staff plans to sell 
near beer, soda and other non-alco- 
holic drinks at the venue. 

One of the more ambitious plans 
for the AEF Blue rotation involves 
a partnering initiative with AAFES 
designed to place a Pizza Hut in 


Tallil’s Tent City soon. 

The 332nd ESVS is also plan- 
ning to open coffee bar in the new 
library tent — they think of it as an 
“deployed Barnes and Nobles.” It 
will be a comfortable, quiet spot, 
with padded sofas and chairs and 
study carrels for those desiring to 
get a leg up on their required Air 
Force coursework or other studies. 

Within the near future, the Ser- 
vices Staff also has plans to unveil a 
equipment loan operation — VCR’s, 
televisions, coolers, grills, games and 
other recreational items. 

In another effort to help the resi- 
dents of Tallil’s Tent City, the Ser- 
vices Squadron is establishing an on- 
site laundry and dry cleaning facil- 


ity providing free laundry service 
with a two-day turn around time. 

Finally, work is soon scheduled 
to begin on an indoor theater struc- 
ture capable of showing two mov- 
ies simultaneously for up to 300 
people as well as provide a location 
to hold base official functions such 
as promotion and award ceremo- 
nies. 

The men and women assigned to 
the 332nd Expeditionary Services 
Squadron know it takes more than 
just great programs to make their pa- 
trons happy. They also strive to of- 
fer the best customer service possible. 

Their goal is to be the friendli- 
est, most accommodating deployed 
Services unit in the world. 


Bulldozers 1, Volleyball 0 


The Tallil Tent City Intramural Volleyball League is 


temporarly postponed as a new volleyball court is being 
built. AS soon as the construction is complete, the league 
will continue. Players and coaches should check with their 
unit's sports represnetative for more details. 








AF announces staff 
sergeant promotion list 


RANDOLPH AIR FORCE 
BASE, Texas (AFPN) — The Air 
Force has selected 13,651 of 27,416 
eligible senior airmen for promotion 
to staff sergeant, a 49.79-percent 
selection rate. 

The Air Force will release the 
promotion list the first duty hour 
Aug. 13 (Aug. 14 for Western Pa- 
cific bases). The complete list of 
selectees will be posted Aug. 15 
to the Air Force Personnel 
Center’s Web page at http:// 
www.afpc.randolph.af.mil/eprom/. 

“As far as promotions are con- 
cerned, this has proven to be an- 
other great year for our senior air- 
men,” said Chief Master Sgt. Mark 
Billingsley, enlisted-promotion and 
military-testing chief here. 

“The message is loud and clear: 
There really is no limit,” he said. If 
you work hard and prepare for pro- 
motion, the Air Force will entrust 
you with that next stripe and give 
you all the responsibility and op- 
portunity for growth that come 
with it.” 

People who tested are expected 
to receive their score notices by the 


end of August, officials said. Score 
notices allow airmen to see how 
their Promotion Fitness Examina- 
tion and Specialty Knowledge Test 
scores rank against those they are 
directly competing with for promo- 
tion within their Air Force specialty 
code. Individuals can also get an elec- 
tronic copy of their score notice, 
available after 7 p.m. CDT on Aug. 
15 by clicking on ‘vVMPF’ at http:/ 
/www.afpc.randolph.af.mil/. 

The average score for those se- 
lected was 265 points, with the fol- 
lowing averages: 

— 130.81 points for enlisted per- 
formance reports. 

— 53.29 for Promotion Fitness 
Exam. 

— 53.54 for Specialty Knowledge 
Test. 

— 15.52 for time in grade. 

— 10.60 for time in service. 

— (0.62 for decorations. 

The average selectee has 1.62 
years time in grade and 4.25 years 
in service. Those selected will be 
promoted to staff sergeant from 
September to August 2004. 

(Courtesy of AFPC News Service) 


Congratulations to Tallil Air Base’s 
newest staff sergeant selectees: 


Akujobi Charles V - PERSCO 
Baker Matthew R - ESFS 
Bischoff Jason M - ECES 
Borja Paulo Z - EMDOS 
Bowman Keith L - EOSS/CP 
Bush Gregory E Jr - ESFS 
Christensen Ryan M - ELRS 
Daubenmire Lindy A- EFS 
Davis Justin E - ELRS 
Dibernardo Angelin - EOSS/IN 
Ezop Ronald Christ - EAMXS 
Fisher Joshua L - ESFS 
Forbes Willie L Il - ECES 
Fusco Brandon M - ELRS 
Garske Derek R - AEG 
Gatcho Alberto C J - ELRS 
Gause Solomon O - ESVS 
Gibson Brandon A - ESFS 
Haegele David E Il - ESFS 
Jimenez Angelo - EAMXS 
Johnsen Duane E - EOSS 
Jordan Tahlia E - EOSS 
Klunk Kelly W - EOSS 


Leipold Daniel K - EOSS 
Mccune Jason E - ELRS 
Muniz Alejandro - ECS 
Nichols Michele L -EOSS/IN 
Olbera Eric P -ECES 
Pagan Richard -ECES 
Perleberg David P - ECS 
Reihl Richard D - ECES 
Rufus Sylvetris S - EAMXS 
Russell Priscilla - EMDOS 
Sha Shey L - ELRS 
Sherlock Thomas - ECS 
Shipp Chad R - ECES 
Simmons Kedric C - EOSS 
Starks Donnele L - PERSCO 
Stokes Christopher - ESFS 
Trenkle Joshua M - ESVS 
Whistler Brandy L - EOSS 
Wiesner Ortega - ECS 
Williams Shawn L - ELRS 
Wolfe George T VII - ECS 
Wunder John C - ECES 
Wynn Jamal R - ECS 
Zuccolotto Brent M- ESFS 
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Photo by Staff Sgt. John Barton 


A SOLUMN PRAYER: People assigned throughout Tallil Air Base gathered 
Aug. 14 to remember the 46 servicemembers who gave their lives in 
support of Operation Iraqi Freedom during the month of July. 


Chaplains offer remembrance service 


_] Ceremony eulogizes 46 
military killed in July 


Chaplains and chapel staff from 
the 332nd Air Expeditionary Wing 
conducted a remembrance service 
for the 46 servicemembers who 
died in the line of duty supporting 


Operation Iraqi Freedom during the 
month of July. 

The service was held in the Tallil 
Tent City Oasis of Peace Chapel and 
a ceremonial bell was rung for each 
of the fallen servicemembers. 

Servicemembers remembered as 
part of the ceremony were: 


Servicemembers killed in July supporting Operation lragi Freedom 


Army Pvt. Michael J. Deutsch, 21, of Dubuque, lowa. 

Army Spc. James I. Lambert III, 22, of Raleigh, N.C. 

Army 1st Lt. Leif E. Nott, 24, of Cheyenne, Wyo. 

Army Sgt. Nathaniel Hart Jr., 29, of Valdosta, Ga 

Army Spc. William J. Maher Ill, 35, of Yardley, Pa. 

Army Sgt. Heath A. McMillin, 29, of Canandaigua, N.Y. 

Army Spc. Jonathan P. Barnes, 21, of Anderson, Mo. 

Army Pfc. Jonathan M. Cheatham, 19, of Camden, Ark. 

Army Sgt. Daniel K. Methvin, 22, of Belton, Texas. 

Army Pfc. Wilfredo Perez Jr., 24, of Norwalk, Conn. 

Army Cpl. Evan Asa Ashcraft, 24, of West Hills, Calif. 

Army Pfc. Raheen Tyson Heighter, 22, of Bay Shore, N.Y. 

Army Staff Sgt. Hector R. Perez, 40, of Corpus Christi, Texas. 
Army Sgt. Juan M. Serrano, 31, of Manati, Puerto Rico. 

Army Capt. Joshua T. Byers, 29, of Nevada. 

Army Spc. Brett T. Christian, 27, North Royalton, Ohio. 

Army Spc. Jon P. Fettig, 30, of Dickinson, N.D. 

Army Cpl. Mark A. Bibby, 25, of Watha, N.C. 

Army Sgt. Justin W. Garvey, 23, of Townsend, Mass. 

Army Sgt. Jason D. Jordan, 24, of Elba, Ala. 

Army Sgt. 1st Class Christopher R. Willoughby, 29, of Phoenix City, Ala. 
Army Second Lt. Jonathan D. Rozier, 25, of Katy, Texas. 

Army Spc. Joel L. Bertoldie, 20, of Independence, Mo. 

Navy Petty Officer 3rd Class David J. Moreno, 26, of Gering, Neb. 
Army Sgt. Mason Douglas Whetstone, 30, of Utah. 

Army Spc. Ramon Reyes Torres, 29, of Caguas, Puerto Rico. 
Marine Lance Cpl. Cory Ryan Geurin, 18, of Santee, Calif. 

Army Sgt. Michael T. Crockett, 27, of Soperton, Ga. 

Army Cpt. Paul J. Cassidy, 36, of Laingsburg, Mich. 

Army Sgt. Jaror C. Puello-Coronado, 36, of Pocono Summit, Pa. 
Army Spc. Joshua M. Neusche, 20, of Montreal, Mo. 

Army Spc. Christian C. Schulz, 20, of Colleyville, Texas. 

Army Sgt. 1st Class Dan H. Gabrielson, 39, of Spooner, Wis. 
Army Sgt. Roger D. Rowe, 54, of Bon Aqua, Tenn. 

Marine Lance Cpl. Jason Andrew Tetrault, 20, of Moreno Valley, Calif. 
Army Sgt. Melissa Valles, 26, of Eagle Pass, Texas. 

Army Sgt. 1st Class Craig A. Boling, 38, of Elkhart, Ind. 

Army Pvt. Robert L. McKinley, 23, of Kokomo, Ind. 

Army Spc. Chad L. Keith, 21, of Batesville, Ind. 

Army Staff Sgt. Barry Sanford, Sr., 46, of Aurora, Colo. 

Army Sgt. David B. Parson , 30, of Kannapolis, N.C. 

Army Spc. Jeffrey M. Wershow , 22, of Gainesville, Fla. 

Army Pfc. Edward J. Herrgott, 20, of Shakopee, Minn. 

Army Pfc. Corey L. Small, 20, of East Berlin, Pa. 

Marine Cpl. Travis J. Bradachnall, 21, of Multnomah County, Ore. 
Army 1st Sgt. Christopher D. Coffin, 51, of Bethlehem, Pa. 





~/ The Padre’s Pen 


“God called me to be faithful, not successful” 


— Mother Theresa 


Faithfulness in the routine humdrum tasks of life can and does make a difference 
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Army swears in new Chief of Staff 


by Army Staff Sgt. Marcia Triggs 


Army News Service 

WASHINGTON - In a small, inconspicuous 
Pentagon ceremony Gen. Pete Schoomaker came 
out of retirement Aug. 1, and swore to uphold the 
duties as the Army’s 35th chief of staff. 

Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld was the 
first to make remarks during the ceremony, which 
was held in the office of Les Brownlee, the acting 
Army secretary. More than once Rumsfeld thanked 
Schoomaker and his wife, Cindy, for returning to 
duty. 

“T’m absolutely delighted that General 
Schoomaker is going to undertake this responsibil- 
ity,” Rumsfeld said. “It’s an enormously impor- 
tant one — not just for the Army but for the country.” 

Before retiring in August 2000, Schoomaker served 
31 years in the military. He said that he knows this 
Army is very different from the one he entered. 

I truly feel blessed to be part of the Army’s 
future,” Schoomaker said. “I have the opportunity 
to contend and help the Army as it becomes more 
relevant and ready.” 

Schoomaker will lead the Army on the heels of 
retired Gen. Eric Shinsek1i, the former chief of staff 
of the Army. Shinseki started the move toward 
Transformation and later oversaw an Army trans- 
forming while at war. 

The War on Terror is not a new war, according 
to a statement Schoomaker released shortly after 
his swearing-in ceremony. Twenty-three years ago 
in the Iranian desert during Operation Desert One, 
Schoomaker said he lost eight of his comrades. 

Schoomaker said he knew grief, but he didn’t 
know that he was in the opening engagements of 
this country’s long struggle against terrorism. 

“Our enemies have been waging [this war] for 
some time, and it will continue for the foreseeable 
future,” according to the statement. “As the presi- 





U.S. Army Photo by Jerome Howard 


A SWEARING IN: NewArmy Chief of Staff Gen. Peter J. Schoomaker is sworn in as the 35th Chief of 
Staff by Les Brownlee, acting Army Secretary, Aug. 1. Schoomaker’s wife, Cindy, is holding the Bible. 


dent has stated, ‘This is a different kind of war, 
against a different kind of enemy.’ It is a war we 
must win, a war for our very way of life.” 

Schoomaker’s vast experience in both conven- 
tional and special operations, along with his genu- 
ine care and concern for soldiers and their families 
qualifies him to lead the Army at a very critical 
time in history, Brownlee said in a press release. 

The Army’s newest chief of staff is the first retired 
four-star officer ever to be called back to serve as the 
U.S. Army chief of staff: He and his father are also one 
of the few father-and-son teams to serve in the Office 
of the Chief of Staff of the Army. 

His father, Fred Schoomaker, who also had a 
long-standing military career, was the assistant to 


Army Chief of Staff Gen. Harold Keith Johnson 
from 1964-1968. 

Schoomaker comes from a household of career 
military men. His younger brother, Brig. Gen. Eric 
Schoomaker, is the chief of the Southeast Regional 
Medical Command. 

Before hanging up his uniform in 2000, 
Schoomaker spent three years as commander-in- 
chief of the U.S. Special Operations Command at 
MacDill Air Force Base, Fla. Prior to that he com- 
manded the Joint Special Operations Command, 
United States Special Operations Command, Fort 
Bragg, N.C. Then he became commanding general 
of the United States Army Special Operations 
Command at Fort Bragg until October 1997. 


In memory of Spc. Brandon Ramsey 


United States Army Specialist Brandon Ramsey was 
killed in action August 8th in a humvee rollover while 
pursuing and attempting to engage two armed Iraqis who 
were preparing to attack a U.S. convoy. He was 20 years 
old and ts survived by his mother, stepsister and brother. 
The men and women, civilians and military, of all service 
branches assigned here at Tallil deeply regret this loss, but 
will continue to honor the memory of his service. The 
officers and soldiers of the 933rd Military Police Company 
extend their appreciation for all the support they have 


received since his tragic death. 


- Team Tallil 





